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TO THE 


LORDS and COMM ONS 


INTHE PRESENT 


| Convention Aſſembled, 


4 the Grace of the Holy Gboſt enrich your Souls with his Dg- 
vine Gifts of Wiſdom, Underſt andin g, Council, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety, and the Fear of the Lord. "whereby you 
may all attain to the diſcovery gf the True Catholick A 
ſtolick Faith of Chriſt, and have Grace to Imbrace it, which will begs 5 
you that true Peace of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding, is this Life ; and 
© the incomprehenſible Bliſs of the next Life : Which i ſo great and perfett, 
that if only one Soul in this whole Nation were tobe Saved; every. one int 
. prong ought to ſtrive with all his Endeavours to be ſo Vertuous, as to 
e that one :- For to looſe that Happineſs, and be condenmed ro Hell "for all 
Eternity, i ſo.great, ſo ſuperlative a Miſery : ; that if any one Soul wy gg 
to Hell might thereby free all the ogher Souls of this whole Nation from 
c and ſend ; of to Heaven; in Prudence and —_ he ought. not to do it, 
- but rather chooſe to £010 Heaven himſelf, and let all the reſt goto Hell ; : for 
our- Lord-ſaith jn the Goſpel, What doth it avail a Man to gain "the 
whole grid, and looſe his own Soul ; For the Torments of Hell are in- 
. ſufferable, if it were but for one Day ; but being Etergal, they are infinitely 
 unſufferable and therefore, for no reſpett a prudent Man ought to be indu- 
"Ccd ro 20t0 Hell, or do that which may deſerve Hell. 


a Doing: -then that every one of us muſt, afrer this ſhort Life, bein 
Heaven, or in Hell f- r all Eternity ; 'and that true Faith 1s ne- 

- ceſſary to Salvatio* - For without the (True). Faith, it 45 impoſ- 

-fible to pleaſe God ; It's to be admired that the Profeſſors of ſo many 
different Religions: as are now in England, ſhould all be confident that 

| ' they are in the oply True Faith _ which for the moſt part. they 


x have 
> Ap 


(2) 
hare received from their Education. As there is but one God, one 
Chriſt, ſo that there can be but one True Faith: It's impoſſible there- 
fore that they can all be in a True Saving Faith ; each one therefore 
onght to Examine the grounds of his Belief, and conſider wherein it 
exceedeth the Faith of the Diſſegters from him, who are as Prudent 
and Lezracd as himſelf. bh 

It's more to be admir'd, that all in. general ſhould have ſuch an Aver- 
fion as they. have to the Carboliek Religion, and ſo much Hate and 
Perſecute the Profeſſors of it; ſeeing our Fore-Fathers, from the 
time of Ft. Gregory the Great, who ſent eSyguſtine the Monk , (bis Com- 
panions ) from Rome, ahd Converted vit Nation from being Heather, 
to the Faith of Chriſt, were all Remen Carbolicks, tiil Henry the YIII'S 
time, which was $00 years: And the Engliſh Nation and Church, 
then ouriſhed as much a8 any Nation and Church, in the. Chriſtian 
World: SagVenis that now the Profeſſors of the different Reli.- 
gions, do believe, and confeſs, that as our Fore-Fathers might be 
Saved in and by the Roman Catholick, Faith , ſo now the Profeſſors of 
the ſame Faith may be Saved in, and by at. 

it's truc that many Coatroverfies are produced Pro and Con about the 

Truth ofthe Faith ; for though Holy Scriptures may be underſtood in 
different Senſes. And thg Holy Fathers, who were not acquainted 
with the ſeveral Religions ſo lately brought into 'Exglard, . in ſome 
w_ 1 may {em to favour each of them; and ſo the Learned, 
andable Men of 211 Profefsions, find enough to ſay for themſelves, ſo 
a5 not to be canyiac'd. 

Wherefore itting atone endleſs Controverlies, I ſhall only deſire 
you briefly toreſfie& on five Things, which are eminent in the Cg- 
tholick Roman Church, and in no other Church, and they are all neceſ- 
farilyto be found in the True Church of. Chrilt. : 

The #&r# is Antiquity from the timeof Chrilt to this youu time; 
and ſo to continue without Interruption till the end of the World: 
For our Lord Ae. 28. 20. promiſed the Apoſtles, That he would abide 
with bis Church till the end of the World. Which Antiquity is found in 
the Carbolich Church, which hath had.a conſtant Succeſ5ion'bf Paſtors 
and Teachers, from the time of the Apoltles to this time , as by a 
true Catalogue of the Biſhops of Rome from St. Peter to the preſent 
Biſhops of oth appear. And that Church alonehath had the Cu- 
Rody of the Holy Scrzptures , and by her Authority we believe them 
to be the true Word of God. 

The Second is Vniverſality, its being Preached to all the World, and 
imbraced by many Nations, and will atlength by all. And theſe two 
make it to be the Catholick Church, which we profeſs in the Apoſtles 
Creed to believe in. For the Lord bid his Apoſtles, To go and Preach ” 


(3) 
all Nations, enlagoudt | 3 deb he bad Competdid bem, And 
that bath-ever fince isd by the Caibolich Chureb; and is at 
preſent, by ſending Priefs and Miſſiovers into the Eaſt and Weſt- Indver, 
ro the Twrks, Perfuans, and toall the World ; to the great Glory of 
God, propogating of the Faith and Salvation of Millions of Souls, 
The Third is Sanity , farfaking the Werld with- is Riches and 
Pleafures, to ſerve the Lord in Erangelical Poverty and Perfeftion, 
according,to the advice of our Sayiour to the Young-man, If thou welt 
be perfelt, go and ſell all thou haſt, and give it 10 the Poor, Which is 
praftic'd by Thouſands Men and Women in the Cartokek Church, who 
ſpend their days in Poverty, Chaſtity, Obedience to their Superiors, 
ortification and Prayer, with great Perfeltion z and many Servants 
of Gad are by the Holy Ghoft Elevated toa Supernatural Contempla- 
tion of Heavenly Myſteries, taught by St. Paw to his Diſciples 58. 
Denis of Athens, and by him n—_— in his Books of Myſtical Db 
vinity : Of which Carbolick, Dottors have ever lince wrote many Ty 
and thouſands of Gods Servants _— to a Comerplative Lite, 
are made Partakers of ſuch Heavenly Bleſſings. 
| The Fourth is the Gift of Sforacles, which frequently happen in the 
Catholick Charch, as may eaſily he ſeen by who with Attention 
read the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and; Lives of the Saims, according, to 
the Power which our Lord gave to his Apoltles,and left in his Church: 
And 'tis not probable, that God would deny the Gift of Miracles to 
his Church ugder the Goſpel, which he granted to theChurch of the 
Zews. And it's certain that wany, and great Miracles have been done 
in all Ages in the Carholick, CFrrch : Let one inſtance be, 'the wonder- 
ful Incocruption of the Bodies of forne'great Servants of God, and of 
no others, as a Teſtimony of their Sarictity ;, as Travellers into Cs- 
tholick.C oxntries may eailily diſcover : Which if it'were not Supernato- 
rel but to be obtaind by Art, or Expences, great Princes. wonld 
ave it. | | offi 33 3736 
The Fifth is Infallibility in matters of Faith; promiſed by Chriſt to his 
Church z Thas the gates of Hell rudy prevail are Fd att therefore 
he that will not hear his Church, 10be eſteemed as a Heathen, and Public 
can ;, And that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould abide with his Church to tbe. end of 
the World, and lead it mito all Trath; And therefore St. Paul calleth the 
Church, The Pillar and Firmamert-of- the Fruth: So that the Churdti 
which was once the True Church of Chriſt, muſt ever reniainſo; and 
by canſequence,, will never ſtand in need of being Reformed in matters 
of Faith : All which is verified in the.Catbolich Raman Church, which 
never received any thing for an Article of Faith,which is not ſo to this 
day z and ſo it bath been the ſtile of all Genera Comatry which repre- 
fent-the whole Church, to denounce an-fnarhtra ' or Curie againſt 
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all 


2 ons 7 THIEN? 
all thoſe who would not receive their Definitions inmatters of Farth ; 


as proceeding from the aſsiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, according tothe: 


ſaying of the Apoſtles in the firſt Councel. Jt ſeemeth good to the Holy 
Ghoſt, andto Us. And accordingly in the Catholick, Roman Church, their 
hath been a continual Succeſsion of Biſhops, and Prieſts, and. Teachers 
of the Word of God, under a Viſible Head of the Church from the 
Apoſtles till this preſent time ; by which means the true Faith hath. 
been conveyed from one Ape to another, ard Unity, and Uniformity 
in matters of Faith hath heen preſerved amongſt all Nations profeſ- 
fiing the Catholick Faith. - 


All which being confidered, it may appear more then probable to ) 


any Diſcreet perſon, that the Catholick Roman Church, having all thoſe 
Signs of the True Churcb,may be the onlyFrue Church of Chriſt,as ſhe 
is believed to be by the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World ; and that 
the Salvation of the Soul may be obtained: there better then in-any 0- 
ther Church.Why then,may not Roman Catholicks be permitted toenjoy 
the Liberty of. their Confciences, as well as all other SeCts in England 
are? At leaſt there isno reaſun why they! ſhould be Hated, and Perſe- 
cuted:with ſo much Violence, by pullinz*Jown of their Chapels, and 
Impriſoning their Prieſts,” and Pilleging, <3 they have done, above 
1000 Catholick Noblemen, and Gentlemens Houſes in England; car- 
rying away, or Burning their Goods, without any pretended Cauſe 
given ; unleſs it be, that the Devil hath a great hatred againſt them, 
and their Religion, as the beſt means to ſave Souls ; and doth there- 
fore inſtigate all Profeſſors of New 'Rgligions to joyn together a- 
gainſt them, ' | 

' Then conſider, that in the Proteſtant, Presbyterian , and other 
Churches of England, none of theſe Signs of the True Church of 
Chriſt are to be found. Not Antiquity, for the Proteſtant Church be- 
gan in Edward the VF's time ; for then the 39 Articles of their Belief 
were firit made, and publiſhed, their Book, of Common-Prayer com- 
pos'd, and the Maſs prohibited 3 and a pittiful, and contemptible 
fhift it is for them to leap over 1000-years, and ſay, That their 
Church, is conformable to the Primitive Church; as if eur Lord had 
no True Church on Earth a!l that time. 

The Presbyterian Religion in- like manner, had its beginning from 
Jobn Catvin,; thefirſt Inventor of it ;. the Lutherans, from Luther, and 
ſo of the reſt: . | 

Neither can they pretend to any Univer/ality of their Faith for the 
Proteſtant Church is extended no further then the King of England's 
Qominions : The Lutherans, Calviniſts, Zuinglians,, or Sacramenta- 
riens, in like manner have buta few ſmall Provinces for their extent : 
Neither have any of . them ever Converted any Nation of 7n/dels to 
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the Faith of Chriſt, or do they > OR to do it ; but have had 
their beginning, and growth , by .perverting many poor Ctholicks 
from their Faith, by ſeveral unjuſt Means which have been us'd, as by 
a French Book Entituled, La naifſance del Hereſee, is very well ſet forth. 

Neither 3dly. have they the Profeſſion of Evangelical Perfection a- 
mongſt them ; or are any of them eminent in Supernatural SanCtity. 
t do not deny them Moral Vertues, in which-many of them, and eſpe- 
cially Women, are very eminent ; and io are many Tirks and” Hea- 
thens. But of Myſtical Divinity, or Supernatural Contemplation, 
and Union with God in their Prayers, they fiave no Experience; and 
their Do#crs write very little of ſuch things. 

Fourthly, No Miracles have been done by any out of the Catholick, 
Church, which the Proreftarts very well ktiow ; and therefore they 
have recourſe to a poor ſhift, by ſaying, That Aftracles are-ceajed ; but 
our dear Lord, as he confirmed his Heavenly Do&ttine by many grea 
Miracles, ſo he will have his Chutch in all Ages to' be diſtioguiſh'd 
from all falſe Churches by theoperation of Miracles. | 

Neither 5/y. Hath any hut the Catholick,Church. the confidence to 
pretend to 7»fzllibility in Dottrine, or a conſtant han7 pt of the 
Holy Ghoſt , but confeſs their own Chr” hk, and accuſe all other 
Churches to be liable to many Errors in Faith; and althoigh their: firſt 
Founders had, by their owrt confeſsion, nothing but hytuane Pru- 
dence to.relye on,. for their new Doctrine ; and that with being ly- 
_ ableto Paſsions, Self-ends, to Ignorance, and Hlufſions of the Devil 
as muchas others ; yer they eſteem them fir Inſtruments, to, Reform 
che whole Church of - Chrilt, and Perſccute others with Toxments, 
ard Death for tot adhearing to'them, and venturing 'their S5pls in 
ſuch broken Veſſels, through the. Tempeſtious Sea. of this Life with 
them ; what greater Cruelty carthere be ? vp ; 

In tormer Ages there have been many Learned Men,: who have pre- 
tended likewiſe to Reform the ſeeming Errors, to them, "of the Ca- 
tholick,Church, as Arins, Pe!agius, our Colintry-marl, Neſtortics, Mar- 
richens, and forty other ;' and have intic*d Millions-of* Pepple: 0 for * 
ſake the CarholickChurch and follow tl::m : (For mens Natures atc 
too much addifted toNovelties in mattets of Faith ) and at J:ngth 
they were allof them found to be Seducers, and their Followers He- 
rericks, as not only Carholicks, but likewiſe" Progeſtorirs do confels.; 
and having made a great noiſe 1n the Wor!d, after a little tine, they 
vaniſhed away, and cameto nothing, 2s at preſent is ſeeft.; 4nd the 
Catholick Church ſtill remain'd firm, and unmoveable, as ſhe whis at 
firſt, and relies on the Promiſe af Chrilt agd Afſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt to continue ſo ſti1], till the ent. of the World,, Dirym eft con- 
tre ſtimulum calcitrare, | | 
Is 
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Is it not then more then probable that Luther, and Calvin, &c. and 
their Followers are no better ; and that as thz former Hereticks ran 
greatrisk of looſing their Souls, by forſaking the Catbolick, Church, 
and following the Opinions of private Men, ſo the Profeſſors of the 
new Religions of the laſt, and this Age, may run the ſame risk ? 

O if wecould but know the. Wiles and Sukilties of the Devil in 
ſeeking to devour Souls, and ſeduce them into Errors ; Who, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, ke a roaring Lyon ſeekgth whom he may devour, Cui miſti- 
te fortas in Fide, You would be more afraid of being brought undegyy - 
his Tyrannical Slavery, by adhearing to ſo many new Religions, then © - 
by permitting that which you call Popery, you would not apprehend 
any danger of Slavery : Were your Fore-Fathers, who for 800 years 
continually lived in the Profeſsion , and Prattice of the Chatholick 
Religion, under any Slavery thereby ? Do the SubjeCts of the Em. 
peror, the Kings of Spain and France, and other Catholick Princes, at 
preſent think it any Slavery to profeſs the Catholick Faith ; or rather, 
that thereby they enjoy the true Liberty of the Adopted Sons of God, 
and Heirs of Heaven. 

Pray refleft on how many Rebellions, Civil Wars, Difſentions, Pe- 
nal Laws, Teſts, Perfecutions, Conſpiracies, Perjurigs, and Miſe- 
ries, have been in tis Ngtioa ſince it changed the Catholickh, Faith for 
ſo many new Relig. ns? And what appearance of better times is there 
as long as they rermain amonglt you ? | 

Your preſent King, ever ſince he came to the Crown, with great 
Prudence hath Governed His People in Peace, and Proſperity; ex- 
cepting the Invaſion of the Duke of Aformouth, which by His care, 
and the fidelity of. His Subjects, was ſoon quell d. Nowa ſecond Jn- 
vaſion hath been procured.from Holand, not by the ſober part of the 
Nation, but by ſome diſcontented Perfons ; which if He had not 
perfidiouſly been betray'd by His Own Subjects, might have had no 
better ſucceſs than the former ; but they have obtatincd what they 
aimed at, and the P. of O. is come; and what is like to follow, but 
the impoveriſhing, and ruine of the Nation, by - valt Expences, loſs 
of Trading, Dilffentiogs, Foreign and Civil Wars. And for no 6- 
ther cauſe but by a ſubfile ſuggeſtion of the Devil, you were made 
to apprehend, and fear, that by giving Liberty of Conſcience to Ra- 
mais Catholicks, all your new Religions would have meltcd away like 
Snow againſt the Sun; which if it ſhould have happened, it muſt 
have been by the Finger of God, for the good of your Souls;, for 
there was no Human probability of it, there not being one Papi in 
the Nation for 506 Proteſtants. And beſides, you had the re-itterated 
Promiſe of a Juſt and Mild King, That He would protett the Proteſtant 
Church, as it was by Law Eſtabliſhed ;, whic! they have now forfeited, 

| >. 
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by their forſaking Him, and adhearing to a Foreign Prince His 
Enemy. h 
Oif you would ſerious conſider the danger with your own dear 
Souls, and the Souls of thoſe whom you repreſent are in on all fides. 
Your being thus Armed, and in Conſultation againſt your Sovereign, 
whom God hath ſet over you, and His Own Right by Succeſſion, is, 
and will be a crying fin againſt you, as long as it ts non-retrated, 
Our Lord faith, AMatr. 7. 14. Straite is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which {eaderh to Life, and few there are who find it, And why, 
but becauſe there are but few, who walk the narrow way of the tru: 
Faith and Law of Chriſt, ſerving him in Spirit , and Truth; in re- 
ſpe& of the multitudes of /nfidels, and cks, who walk in the 
broad way of Senſuality, and Human inventions, to their own Per- 
dition. 

God is ſo perfe&, that he can draw Good out of Evil; this you 
Defetion from your Carkolick, King, may bea Motive of concluding 
a Peace between the Emperour and the King of Frazce, whereby the 
Emperor would be in a condition to proſecute with ſucceſs, the War 
againſt the Great Turk; and the King of France and other Catholick, 
Princes,. would caſily be induced to employ Their Military Forces 
- againſt this Nation, for the injuſtice done t6 their King, till they 
have reſtored Him again: to His Royal Throne and Government ; 
which how dear it will coſt the Nation, if it happen, may calily be 
imagined. It is no ſinall comfort therefore, to conſider that i is yet 
* your —_—_— to do it your ſelves, at a cheaper rate, by humb- 

ly Inviting Hts Majelty to retorn to His People, propoſing ſuch Con- 
ditions w_ as He may with Honour, and {cience, be able 
to accept of. 

By your ating vigorouſly, and efficatiouſly inthe effefting hereof, 
would be a means to divert the Lord's Puniſhments from you, and 
purchaſe his Blefsings for you, and us all ; It will dcliver you from 
the Iminent danger of a bloody War, and re-unxte the Three Nations; 
and this wonld be a more healing Convenrion, than that was ahealing 
Parliament, which reſtored CHARLES the Secoud to His Throne. 
The God of Peace and Mercy incline your Hearts, and Wills in a 
joynt, and diligent application hereunto, and Crown your ende? - 
yours with the accompliſhing of it, to His great Honour, and Ser- 
vice, and the Spiritual and Temporal comfort of vs all; Amen. 

Roman Catholicks believe that there i; but one God, and they adore 
and worſhip none but him with a Divine worſhip ; but give a civil 
worſhip or reſpect to civil Magiſtrates, as Proteftants, and Presbyterians 
do, by bowing or kneeling to the King, to Judges, and other _ 
ſrates, and by calling them Right Honourable, Right Worſhip = 
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And they givea Religious worſhip, ar reſpeCt, to Religious things, 
as Proteitants and Presbyterians do, by putting off their Hats in Fheir 
Churches, -by kneeling, before the Bread;, and Wine in the Communion; 
by teaching their Children to kneel, and. ask: their:Parents Bleſsing, 
and the like ; which. they have from niany-examples of the 0/4, and 
New Teſt aments, as when the Sons of the Prophets bowed to Eliſeus down 
ro the ground, 2 Kings 2. 15. And St, John Evangeliſt, ſell at the feer of 
the Angel to worſhip Tim, Revel: 19: 10: And the Angel refuſing that 

_reſp&þfrom an Apoſtle, yet he did it again, in chap. 22, v. 8. 

: They believe, thatin the Cormunion, they receive the true Body of 
Chrift,- which was born of the Virgin Mary, and died on the Croſs for i, . 
but it-is not a Carruptible or Mortal Body, but a Living and Spiritu- 
al Bady; ſuch as our Lord had after his Reſurretion, and fnch as 
St. Paul ſpeaketh of, x Cor. 15. 0h; 

. They belleve, "that when they confeſs their ſins to a Prief, if they 
be rightly diſpoſed, 'the Prieft hath power to abſolve them from their 
lins, by ſaying, 7 abſolve thee, in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. Notof himſelf, but from Chriſt, who 
ſaid to his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors the Prieſts, whoſe ſens you 
rewir, they are remitted unto them, &c. John. 20. 23. even as a Mini- 
ſer, who Baptizing @-Man' newly. Converted to the Fatth, hath _. 
power to remit all his fins, ' originakand-aftual; by ſprinkling Water 

. on him, and ſaying, 7. Baprize thee fn-the Name of the Father, and of 

_ the Son, andof the Holy Ghoſt ;, for Ghriſt hath given that virtue to 
his Sacraments, not 8-8 0 107 ve 

- - They believe, -that-in this life we. are all. finners, and' uncertain of 

.onr Salyation; and therefore with: fear and trembling we Pray to 
God our ſelves to have mercy onus; and we deſire our Friends here 
on Earth to Pray to God for us, and we deſire our Friends in Heaven 
the Angels and Saints to Pray to Gad for us. And becauſe the Prayers 

.of the Faithful do availmuch with Gad. they think that the Prayers 
of- the Saints and Angels, . who are at Faithful, may be more effica - 

 tious than-thoſe of their Friends here on Earth, who are ſinners. 
And they believe, that the Angels and Saints in Heaven can hear us, 
and ſee, and know how to do us good, as well as the Devils 1n Hel] 
can hear us, and ſee, and know how to do us miſchief, and tempt us 

to offend God. 
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